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She died in one of the downstaires rooms, in a heavy walnut bed with
a curtain, her gray head propped on a pillow yellow and moldy with age
and lack of sunlight, her voice cold and strong to the last.

“But not till I'm gone, “Dont you let a soul in until I'm gone, do you
hear?” Standing beside the bed, his head in the dim light nimbused by a
faint halo of napped, perfectly white hair, the negro made a brief gesture
with his hand. Miss Emily lay with her eyes open, gazing into the opposite
shadows of the room. Upon the coverlet her hands lay on her breast,
gnarled, blue with age, motionless. “Hah,” she said. “Then they can. Let
‘em go up there and see what’s in that room. Fools. Let ’em. Satisfy their
minds that I am crazy. Do you think I am?” The negro made no reply, no
movement. He stood above the bed, motionless, musing: a secret and un-
fathomable soul behind the death-mask of an ape and haloed like an angel.
“Let ’em go up there and open that door. And you wont be the last one,
either. Will you?”

“I wont have to,” the negro said. “I know what’s in that room. I dont
have to see.” ... :

(William Faulkner Manuscript 9, pp. 13—14)

2) William Faulkner, The Collected Stories of William Faulkner (London:
Penguin Books Ltd, 1989), p. 119. L Z 0&D» 5 D5[HI3H > 2 NOFIC &
2TmEN 5,

3) Cleanth Brooks, William Faulkner: The Yoknapatawpha Country (New
Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1963), p. 377.

4) Calvin S. Brown, A4 Glossary of Faulkner’s South (New Haven and Lon-
don: Yale University Press, 1976), p. 56.

%) Ibid., p.129.
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